
o f  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e p o r t  t h e y  
f e e l  m o r e  s e c u r e  a t  n i g h t  

i n  t h e  a r e a  t h e y  l i v e  i n

T h e  B u i l d i n g  B r i d g e s  i n  B u r u n d i  ( B B B )    p ro g ra m  i s  
d eve l o p e d  to  m i t i g a t e  t h e  ro o t  c a u s e s  o f  c o n f l i c t  
a n d  i n s t a b i l i t y  i n  B u r u n d i .  T h e  p ro g ra m  a i m s  a t  
t ra n s f o r m i n g  t h e  l i ve s  o f  yo u n g  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  
b e t w e e n  1 5  a n d  2 5  ye a r s ,  by  g i v i n g  t h e m  t h e  m e a n s  
to  b e c o m e  re s p o n s i b l e  a n d  re s i l i e n t  c i t i ze n s .  T h e  
t h re e  re s u l t  a re a s  o f  t h e  B B B  p ro g ra m  a re  I n c o m e  
G e n e ra t i n g  a n d  L i ve l i h o o d  O p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  
Fu n c t i o n i n g  R u l e  o f  L a w,  a n d  H u m a n  S e c u r i t y.  

Result Area: Human Security

The aim of the result area 'Human Security' is to reduce violence and 

improve physical security and freedom from fear by the end of 2021. 

This is done by assisting youths and their communities to address 

wide-spread, cross-cutting and interconnected challenges to their 

survival, livelihood and dignity. This is done by establishing and 

strengthening youth self-help groups and Cluster Level Associations  

bringing members from various ethnic groups, political parties and 

religious affilitations together. This allows the young members to 

improve their social cohesion and mutual trust, which is very much 

needed in Burundi's fractured and polarized society.
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"

"
With the arrival of the BBB program in our community, 
the problems started reducing. Issues such as poverty, 

idleness of the youth, and domestic violence have 
really reduced.

Building 
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"Our success 

is beyond 

expectations"

According to the members of the "Dukore" Association, 

the Dutsimbataze Amahoro program came at the right 

time.  After receiving training from the Geste 

Humanitaire association through the program, young 

natives from Shasha, Giharo (Province of Rutana) chose 

to work together and set up a sewing workshop.  

"Before I knew the program, I was very poor. I 

cultivated the fields of my neighbors for a meager 

salary in order to have enough to eat and to dress," 

says Emmanuel, the leader of Dukore. 

"I had no idea that a woman could earn and bring 

money into the household ever before," says Emelyne, 

one of the Dukore members. "Like many other 

Burundian women, I waited for my husband to give me 

money when I needed anything," she said.  

The members of Dukore all agree on one thing : the 

workshop greatly improved the living conditions of 

themselves, their families and other people around 

them. "We would never have believed that we could 

generate other means to support our families besides 

agriculture," testifies one of them. 

"In this region, the lack of sewing machines was the 

basis for this initiative," says Emelyne. "When we 

needed a tailor, we would have to walk long distances 

to the communal center,"  

recalls another member of the group. This workshop 

improves the lifestyle of many other people as well." 

The benefit from the Dutsimbataze Amahoro program is 

not only an economical one; the program  also helped to 

strengthen the social cohesion between Dukore 

members. "At this moment, we have a limited number of 

sewing machines," explains Emmanual. "Some of us 

wanted the machine to stay at their homes. This situation 

could easily create a disorder among the members.  But 

instead, the Dukore members are trying to find solutions. 

Taking turns working for example. This is where we see 

the added value of the Building Bridges program. We all 

received training in peaceful conflict resolution." 

The members of Dukore plan to deepen their profession 

through continuous training in sewing techniques, 

buying other machines and above all training other 

young people. Also, they plan to farm rice. Through all of 

this, they want to continue to develop themselves and 

their community. 
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 "Instead of creating disorder, 

the Dukore members 

are trying to find solutions."

"We would never have believed 

that we could generate other 

means to support our families 

besides agriculture."

Dukore 
Association


